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The Midway Fire Department is
aptly named. Located midway
along the heavily traveled com-
mercial corridor connecting Schenect-
ady and Albany, NY, the department is
staffed by 55 volunteer firefighters who
respond to over 300 calls per year and
provide fire protection and emergency
medical support services to approxi-
mately 3.2 square miles of residential and
commercial properties.

The original Midway Station One
was built in 1951, with additions in 1987
and 1992. In poor physical condition,
the station clearly needed updating. The
department worked with the architects
to determine if they should renovate or
knock down. Problems with asbestos,
mold and structural deficiencies led to the
decision to build new. The department was
able to operate out of its Station Two dur-
ing construction, and the result is a new
15,474-sq.-t., three-bay fire station with
a 4,100-sq.-ft. apparatus bay, firematic
support, offices, a dayroom and meeting/
training space. In the words of the Board
of Fire Commissioners, the design goal

VOLUNTEER/

COMBINATION NOTABLE

was to be “functional not fancy.”

This emphasis on function in the
final design was essential, as voters had
initially turned down a plan for a four-
bay, 23,976-sq.-ft. facility. Back at the
drawing board, the building committee
and the architect downsized the meet-
ing room and eliminated museum space,
a physical exercise room, a bay designed
for future trucks, and an enclosed turnout
gear storage room. Carried forward into
the new plan were the following health/
safety features and energy efficiencies:

« Tailpipe exhaust capture

« Air-tight boundary between clean
and dirty side, with work regularly
inspected by an envelope commission-
ing agent

Midway Fire Station
COLONIE, NY

Official Project Name: Midway

Fire Station

Project City/State: Colonie, NY

Date Completed: April 30, 2017

Fire Chief: Robert Sammons

Project Area (sq. ft.): 15,474

Total Cost: $4,161,973

Cost Per Square Foot: $269
Architect/Firm Name: Mitchell Associates
Architects

Website: Mitchell-architects.com

Design Team: Architectural: Robert
Mitchell, Peter Signorelli, Ken Gale, James
Alexander, Juan Carrascal, Heather Fagans;
Engineers: Craig Maloney, PE., Structural;
Huston Engineering, LLC, MEP; Lamont
Engineers, PLC, Civil; Howard Wilson, Clerk
of the Works; Owners: Charles Rappazzo,
Committee Chair; Robert Sammons, Roger
Boisvert, Theresa Moran and Buddy Lawlor

« No ductwork passing through bound-

ary between dirty and clean

« Constant heat recover ventilation
95 percent efficiency heating

combustion

o Variable frequency drives for pumps

and fans

o LED and T-5 lighting
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